
FAST FACTS 
	The African elephant population was almost halved in the 1980s, plummeting 
from 1.2 million to approximately 600,000 
in a ten year period.
	The ivory trade continues to flourish and 
seizures of illegal ivory are skyrocketing. 	Only some 300 wild elephants remain 

in China, and their habitat is severely threatened.
	On average an elephant is killed every 
15 minutes for their ivory.

Our solution:
IFAW believes elephants should live in safe and secure 
habitats. We are working to eliminate the ivory trade, to 
secure protected areas for elephants, and to reduce human-
wildlife conflict. 
In Kenya, IFAW signed a historic lease agreement with a 
Maasai community to set aside 16,000 acres of land for 
elephant migration around Amboseli National Park. In 
India, China and Africa, we are implementing community 
conservation projects that bring economic benefits to local 
communities, protect elephants and reduce human-elephant 
conflicts.
We’re urging the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) to stop the ivory trade, once 
and for all. We’re providing anti-poaching training and 
equipment like patrol vehicles to help authorities in poaching 
hot spots protect elephants more effectively. 
In Southern Africa, IFAW stands firm against calls for 
elephant culls, which are cruel, unethical and totally 
unnecessary. We’re proposing better solutions through 
research efforts aimed at understanding how elephants use 
space and resources and how they interact with human 
communities.
Finally, we’re rescuing elephants from imminent dangers. In 
India, we successfully rehabilitated and released six orphan 
elephants into Manas National Park. In Malawi, we moved 
an entire herd of 83 elephants from a village where they 
frequently came into conflict with people to a secure park 
where they can live out their lives in peace.

Protecting Elephants  
and Their Habitats
The problem:
Elephants are the largest land animals on our planet yet they 
are constantly under threat from poaching, habitat loss and 
conflict with humans. 
Elephants are extremely social animals and live in family 
groups led by a matriarch, sharing the responsibility for 
safeguarding their young and traveling great distances 
together. When an elephant dies, witnesses have observed 
complex mourning behaviors.
Thousands of elephants are killed each year for their ivory. 
Although international ivory trade has been banned by the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
(CITES) since 1989, some African countries have been 
allowed to sell ivory stocks. As legal stockpiles are released 
onto the market, poachers have the opportunity to slaughter 
elephants and smuggle illegal ivory onto the market, too. If 
this ugly trade continues, vulnerable elephant populations, 
especially in Central and West Africa, may well be wiped out 
in our lifetime.
At the same time, elephants are losing habitat to human 
development. With their normal migration patterns 
disrupted, elephants are forced to live in ever smaller areas. 
When elephants come into conflict with humans, they often 
are killed as a result.

How you can help:
TAKE ACTION  Never buy elephant ivory or any 
other wildlife products.

DONATE  You can help us support anti-poaching 
rangers by making a donation to pay for essential 
training and vehicles. To donate, go to:  
www.ifaw.org/donate or call us at 1-800-932-4329. International Fund for Animal Welfare | 290 Summer Street Yarmouth Port, 
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